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Commitment to Equity

“Just as genetic diversity fuels biological evolution and resilience, cultural diversity fuels
cultural evolution and human resilience.”

— Robin Wall Kimmerer, author and scientist. From her talk during the River Restoration

Northwest workshop on biocultural restoration

At Vashon Nature Center, our work is deeply enriched by the wisdom and perspectives of
people of different cultures and races. We connect with nature and with other people by
listening, learning, and interacting with reverence.

Through our core work in community science, research, and environmental education, we
seek to connect with nature and heal our relationship with the natural world. Similarly, we
seek to connect with all people, including Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color. We
strive to understand and heal the cultural separation caused by oppression and
colonization. And we celebrate the nature traditions, knowledge, and care of people of
diverse cultures. Together we draw on a variety of strengths, cultural perspectives, and
skills to build both a healthier humanity and a thriving natural world (because one cannot
exist without the other).

As staff and board of this organization, we commit to furthering equity in all areas of our
work and organizational structure. We commit to fighting systemic racism in our spheres of
work and influence—environmental education and science. We commit to continuing our
own learning. We revisit this statement on a regular basis to deepen our commitment and
find new ways to act.

We humbly present this intention to reflect our current and evolving
understanding. 6/22/2021
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